EGEE 101

Fall 2003

Homework 5

An important objective of our course is that you become an informed and, if necessary, critical reader of energy-related articles in the daily and weekly press (e.g., NYT, WSJ, PI, LAT, Time, Economist, Newsweek, etc.), as well as in popular science magazines (e.g., National Geographic), and on the Internet.

As a first step in this direction, throughout the semester I have been encouraging you to make clippings of such articles and bring them to class. We have briefly discussed many of them in class.
You are now being asked to select three current articles (published within the period August-December 2003) and to make a more detailed analysis of them. The selection should be made carefully, such that each article discusses mainly one of these topics:

•environmental effects of fossil fuel utilization

•renewable energy sources

•nuclear energy issues

The selected articles (whose copies are to be included with your report) should not be limited to conveying information, but should either present different points of view or advocate a specific energy-related policy. 

A written report is compulsory. An oral report is optional (for extra credit). Your written report (maximum two pages per article) should summarize the main points of the articles. In particular, it should first identify and then comment on the arguments made by the author(s). Your oral report should be a 5-minute PowerPoint file, to be presented in class during the last week of the semester. 

Note: This is a group project. The ideal number of group members is 3 or 6. Please form your group early in the semester. If you need help, use CourseTalk or see me. The list of group members is due no later than 11/25.

