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Abstract

lieasurements- of the Vickers hardness have been mede on e series of samples
of nuclear graphite before.and after irradiation in a reactor at 150 C. The
recovery of the changes in hardness on themmal annealing has also been examined.
It is observed that the hardness increases very considerably on irradiation and
vith low tanperatuse annealigg after irSadiation.o The hardness recovers in two-
stages between 200 C and 400 C-and 1200 C to 1600 C. The results are discussed
in terms of the known effects of irradiation on thbe mechanical properties of

graphite. .



